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Raid Bleu Normandie: a pleasant mix of genres  

 
Inscriptions are still coming in to the organizatio n for Raid Bleu Normandie. Just like the first 
edition in 2007, the Raid Bleu Normandie wi ll welcome, alongside the different regional 
teams, several famous off-shore sailors who hold de ar to defending their titles. 
 
The requests keep pouring in to the organizers of Raid Bleu Normandie: a sign, when we know the 
propensity for a large number of teams to sign up at the last minute to participate in the event of 
Raid as Formula 18. But visibly the word of mouth functions just as well being that several renowned 
candidates will add a little spice to the event. 
 
Yvan Bourgnon confronts Conrad Humphreys 
Yvan Bourgnon already participated to the first edition of Raid Blue Normandie. One thing is certain: 
it left a strong impression on the navigator seeing as he was one of the first to declare his intent to 
participate once again in the event. He will be accompanied by Djamina Houdet, who distinguished 
herself by participating alongside Anne Cazeneuve at the last Transat Jacques Vabre in a 50’ multi-
hull. With the benefits of Yvan’s experience in Formula 18, these two should have no worries in 
finding the levers that will permit them to stay at the front of the race. 
  
Conrad Humphreys is best-known in the public eye for his remarkable performance in the last 
Vendée Globe. Forced to quit the race near the Cap Good Hope as a result of a damaged rudder, 
he managed to fix it by his own means. He finished the race in a beautiful seventh place even after 
having left South Africa dead-last with more than 4000 miles behind the front of the race. Yet 
Conrad isn’t arriving at the Raid Bleu Normandie on foreign ground… He can add several significant 
results in the multi-hull category to his prize list, such as a place on the Volvo Extreme 40 podium, 
his powerful catamarans which accompanied the last Volvo race or the furthermore his 3rd place at 
the Open of Stokes Bay, one the most famous Formula 18 events in Great-Britain. 
 
The regulars of the race in numbers 
In so far as, the two stars of off-shore racing know that things won’t obviously be that easy for them 
face against the specialists of the Formula 18, among the top ranked, of which Thibault Vauchel-
Camus, quadruple Champion of France in the series, as well as Jérémie Lagarrigue running 
alongside Franck Cammas in F18. You can also count on the duo Gurvan Bontemps and Matthieu 
Marfaing who just won 5th place at the Texel Dutch Open, one of the European raids ranked as one 
of the best events in sport catamarans. Other candidates to watch closely: the Belges Thierry 
Bosser and Alain Gramme who, already present in 2007, are back this year with high expectations. 
It goes without saying that the top positions will be priced high. 
 
Regional of the events  
They were already present last year and demonstrated that their knowledge of the waters could be a 
formidable tool to aspire for a top position. It’s the local sailors who know the evolution of the thermal 
winds, the nature of the currents… The district of “la Manche” is their playing grounds and they are 
counting on showing that it is possible to be a prophet one’s own country. Such as Bruno Girault and 
Serge Paly as well as Edouard de Gouville and Guillaume de la Peschardiere just as Alain 
Goubersville et Eric Paquin. Everything was in place during the last edition of Raid Bleu Normandie: 
it was so dear to them to come back again, so much they were marked by the quality of the sportive 
competition on the one-side and the large brotherly atmosphere which reigned on site… let’s bet 
that this edition 2008 will confirm all the success of the raid 2007. 
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